
Spelling Orientation Session: What it takes 
to become a stellar speller 



Orientation Overview 
The goal of this orientation is to 

provide information about spelling 
programs  

discuss rules of spelling competitions 

 learn the basics about spelling 
competitions 

discuss study techniques and sources 

discuss frequently asked questions 



What is the spelling bee? 
 The spelling bee is a competition in which contestants 

are asked to spell words. 

 The spelling bee is an exciting competition that allows 
children to develop a deep knowledge about various 
languages and topics. 

 The competition itself allows the spellers to showcase 
this knowledge! 



Why should one participate in the 

spelling bee? 
 The spelling bee is a wonderful opportunity to foster a 

sense of competition in children. 

 Students will master the art of intense preparation. 

 The repertoire of vocabulary words that students will 
develop is yet another benefit. 

 Another major goal is to allow children to become 
comfortable on stage and under pressure. Public 
speaking is a vital part of life and it is best to start 
early. 

 Don’t forget the prizes! 



What are the rules of the typical 

spelling bee? 
 Each bee has different rules. However, most spelling 

bees will allow you to ask the following information of 
a word: the part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, etc.), 
the language of origin (also called etymology), the 
definition, a sentence, and any alternate 
pronunciation. 

 Some spelling bees have a time limit during which you 
have to spell the word. 

 Once a speller has started spelling a word, he or she 
CANNOT change the letters that he or she has already 
uttered. 



What are the names of the various 

spelling bees? 
 The spelling bee that is sponsored by news papers all 

over the world is called the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. 

 A bee dedicated to South Asians in the United States is 
called the South Asian Spelling Bee; the bee is now in 
its 6th year. 

 The North South Foundation, a non-profit 
organization conducts a spelling bee on regional and 
national stages as well. 

 There are various other local spelling bees that you can 
look forward to! 



What is the Scripps National 

Spelling Bee? 
 The Scripps National Spelling Bee is a televised spelling 

bee that takes place in Washington, DC each year. To 
qualify to the Scripps National Spelling Bee, one has to win 
several local spelling bees (class/school, district, 
county/regional/state) that take place during the school 
year. 

 The bee is sponsored by newspapers all over the world and 
is a very prestigious event to participate in. 

 The Scripps National Spelling Bee is often the first level in 
which there is a written round. 

 After 1 written round and two oral rounds, the top 50 or so 
are announced; these spellers are semifinalists. The top 15 
are invited to the finals. 



Year Name Word 

2012 Snigdha Nandipati Guetapens 

2011 Sukanya Roy Cymotrichous 

2010 Anamika Veeramani Stromuhr 

2009 Kavya Shivashankar Laodicean 

2008 Sameer Mishra Guerdon 

Recent champions and their winning 

words: Scripps National Spelling Bee 



What is the South Asian Spelling 

Bee? 
 As of its 5th season, the SASB had 11 regional contests. 

 For many of the participants in this program, the 
closest regional centers are New Jersey and DC Metro.  

 The South Asian Spelling Bee regional contests consist 
of a written and oral round. The top 2 spellers from 
each regional center are invited to the televised 
national finals in New Jersey during the latter part of 
summer vacation. 

 Participating in the South Asian Spelling Bee is a good 
way to practice spelling during the summer as ample 
preparation is required! 



Year Name Word 

2012 Syamantak Payra Dghaisa 

2011 Narahari Bharadwaj Schindylesis 

2010 Anvita Mishra Naumkeag 

Recent champions and their winning 

words: South Asian Spelling Bee 



What is North South Foundation 

(NSF)? 
 North South Foundation is a non-profit organization 

that conducts academic contests in the United States 
and gives scholarships to poor students in India. 

 Unlike the other spelling contests, North South 
Foundation conducts competitions in the following 
fields: spelling (of course), geography, science, 
vocabulary, math, public speaking, and essay writing. 

 There are over a hundred regional centers for NSF. 

 The top 100 or so scores are invited to the national 
finals, also during the summer vacation. 

 The finals take place in a different location each year. 



Recent winners: North South 

Foundation Spelling Bee 

Year Champion First Runner-Up Second Runner-Up 

2012 Sriram Hathwar Kuvam Shahane Lokesh Nagineni 

2011 Stuti Mishra Narahari Bharadwaj Syamantak Payra 

2010 Sukanya Roy Sanjay Kottapalli and 
Sivateja Tangirala 

None 

2009 Ramya Auroprem and 
Anamika Veeramani 

None Sidarth Jayadev 

2008 Avvinash Radhakrishnan Akshayraj Aitha Aishwarya Pastapur 

2007 Smitha Gundavajhala Priyanka Nadar Anamika Veeramani 

2006 Srikrishna Raghavan Pranav Mahadevan Karthika Varagur 



What does one study for the 

spelling bee? 

 There are numerous recommended lists. Try to learn 
each list thoroughly before beginning the next list. It is 
a good idea to know how much time and effort each 
list takes. 

 There are obviously dozens of lists available. If you 
find a list that you find useful, it is suggested that you 
read it along with the given lists. 



The Lists: Grade/School Lists 
 Given to each student by the school sponsor prior to 

the day of the school spelling bee 

 This is a list that one MUST READ as the bulk of the 
words in the class and/or school bee come from this 
list. 

 Each year Scripps publishes grade lists of 100 words 
each (grades 1-8). A sample can be found at the 
following URL: spellingbee.com/enrollment 

 Your teacher may also give you a separate list called the 
school list. This list is just as important as the grade 
lists. 





The Lists: Spell It! 
 This list is much more challenging than the 

grade/school lists. 

 You should have already practiced a part of this list! 
The list consists of various languages (etymologies) 
and numerous tips for each language. 

 This list is essential for your local spelling bees and can 
be used extensively even in the regional/state level. 

 Make sure you memorize the pronunciations for words 
on this list as they can be confusing. 



The Lists: Spell It! Contd… 
 Spell It consists of the following 

languages: Latin, Arabic, Asian 
languages, French, Eponyms, German, 
Slavic languages, Dutch, Old English, 
New World languages, Japanese, 
Greek, Italian, and Spanish. 

 The junior division has studied 3 
categories and the senior division has 
studied 6 categories. 

 Spell It can be found at myspellit.com 



The Lists: Consolidated Word List 

(CWL) 
 This is perhaps the most important list to study in 

order for you to qualify for the national spelling bee. 

 This list is essentially a compilation of words that have 
been asked in the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
before. The list is split into three sections: Infrequently 
asked words, Moderately asked words, and Frequently 
asked words. 

 The infrequent list contains 153 pages, the moderate 
list contains 289 pages, and the frequent list contains 
349 pages. 



 Information provided: part of speech, language of 
origin, pronunciations, definition, and sentence 

 Infrequent: 6,615 words; 20% have information 

 Moderate: 9,058 words; 40% have information 

 Frequent: 7, 740 words; 66% have information 

 Grand total: 23, 413 words: 43% have information 

 The pronunciation symbols used in spelling are 
referred to as diacritical markings. A reference point 
can be found within CWL. 

 CWL can be found at www.project-read.com/give-
2/spelling-bee-2012/consolidated-word-lists/ 

The Lists: Consolidated Word List 

(CWL) 



Frequent 



Moderate 



Infrequent 



The Lists: Other lists 
 For the dedicated few that have thoroughly studied all 

the previous lists, the ultimate source of all words is 
Webster’s 3rd New International Unabridged 
Dictionary, a 2662 page book! 

 However, there are other useful lists that are smaller 
than the dictionary. 



How does one study? 
 There are many ways to study and it really does vary 

from person to person. 

 In general, there is a method of studying which works 
well for most people. 

 Read through a good portion of one list. 

 Have someone quiz you on these words. 

 Keep repeating until you finish the list and work 
through each list multiple times. 

 Correct your mistakes by practicing misspelled words 
often. 



What will Spell Gurucool do? 
 Students will study the mentioned lists. We have already 

begun working on Spell It.  

 Lessons will be provided about words from various 
languages. 

 Oral practice will be conducted often during our monthly 
sessions. 

 Students will be provided with study tips, guidance, and 
information about study sources. 

 Each year, a spelling bee called Spellathon will be 
organized in order to help students experience an actual 
spelling bee. 


